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Physical Facilities 


1. ‘In August 1950 there were about 200 Jnited Scates prisoners of war packed into 
three rooms of the 18th People's Zlementazy Gchool in West Pyongyang, Ilo beds 
or bedding were furnished the prisoners, ‘they were wearing their army faticue 
uniforms, most of which wore torn and ragved, Tew of the prisoners had shoes; 
the shoes had been taken ty North Korean sroups. Instead they wore rubber 
shoes or straw sandals. Almost none of the prisoners had socks. The prisoners 
were fed three times a day, the moals consiscing of one rice ball. and a side 
dish such as Kinchi or fishibr each prisoner, Occasionally a small bowl of 
rice porridge replaced or supplemented the rice ball, Because of the inadee 
quate food, most of the prisoners were weak and nany were suffering fron 
intestinal disorders and appeared to be aying, In spite of this fact, no 
mecical ¢are was given the prisoners, There was one civilian dector in 
attendance, but he had enly nereurcehrome and iodine for cuts and seretches. 
No baths were given the prisoners, although on one occasion they were teen 
to the Taedong River for a swim at the request of the prisoners. None of the 
prisoners was of higher rank than major, 


Propapanda and Indoctrination 


2. No work was assigned the vrisoners in this cump, and thers was no reerestion 
program, An indoctrination program consisting of three hows of cless per week 
using taxts presented by the North Korean Labor Ps 7 was carried out. . Labor 
Party officials also sent in propaganda bdeokloets on Compunisma, such as the 
English editions of "Slew Times" and other weekly magazines published b; the 
Soviets, but the prisoners did not scem interested. In the publications the 
main theme was that the United States ary should not have entered Korea 
because 1t was a Korean civil war. Other propaganda themes repeated to the 
prisoners were that the South Koreans had started the war by auvading North 
Korea and that the North Korean Pecple'’s army was an army of righteousness 
opposiny the American soldiers, who vere agents of American inperialists trying 
to colonize Korea, 


Treatuent 


3, About 23 Aucust 1950 the ewitrral + raining section of the North Korean State 
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Security Bureau held a round-table discussion for the prisoners, Ab the mootinp 
the Averican prisoners presented a Liat of requests to the sors Korean awiho. 
rities, uons of which were accepted, The vequesis were as follows; 


Adequate food, including tomatess, vegitables, and beanu, 
Adequate exercise, 
Books to read. . 


At the meeting ons pilot sald he did not meed any propagamds books on Cormunian.. 
He was immediately singled out. by an Internal Affairs Ministry guard and called 

out of the room. North Korean aruy officers present believed he was ‘then shot, 

About one-third of the prisoners at this camp were eventually shot, 


The guards at the camp vere in the charge of officers of the Internal. AMTairs 
Ministry. Beeause of language diffieulties and the fanatical hatred whieh many 
of the North Korean officera had for the United States, the guards frequently 
slapped the faces of the prisoners, beat them with Soviet PPsh'a, ant kicked 
them. Ineidents of this type wore mspeated dally in ths camp, aad the prisoners 
feared the guards to the point that sometines they trembled uhea the puands 
approachad .. 


interrogation of FOW's 


The interrogation staff at the Yeat Pyongyang cenp in August ineleded a Korth 
Korean army captain, a lisutenant, and a tejor who acted as an interpreter... 
The major, formerly a eollege English jastructor, had been culled into servis 
on 5 August 1950 when the North Korean goveruuent canseripted almost all 


" edueators and teachers, and vas assigned to duty se an interpreter with the 


propaganda unit of the eultural training section off the North Korean State 
Security Bureau, Questions asked the priscasrs ancluded the {cllowing: 


& Why did you join in the war? 
b. How did you come to do it? 


ce, Did you not lmow that the current war began to unify Korea under a deno~ 
e¢ratic. form of government? : 


a. At what port dia you lend? ) 

e. How are United Retions forses equipped? What je the T/0 of a platoon ani 
compeny? Deserite United Nations’ equipment, weapona, and the state of 
public peace in their arenas. 

f. Who started the war? De you kmaw? 

g. What do you think sbout the North foresa Paople’s Gery? 

h, Where were you captured? 

4, Don't Fou want to go hems? 


J> Do you know thet the Americsn inperiaijats are trying to mike Koreg theje 
colony? 


1 a » Gempare with the propagaids at the same cacy stating that 
36 oOWGn Aorenns had begun the var. 
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